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Fear led to silence 
on harassment by 
aide, staffers say 


m Rep. Brad Sherman says he did not know women in his office felt 
harassed by a key aide, Assemblyman Matt Dababneh. 


BY EMILY CADEI 
ecadei@mcclatchydc.com 


os Angeles-area Con- 


gressman Brad Sherman 


says none of his staff 
ever complained about 
longtime aide and California 
Assemblyman Matt Dababneh, 
who’s been accused of sexual 
harassment while working in 
the congressman’s district of- 
fice. 
Eight former aides said the 


environment in Sherman’s D.C. 
and California offices was so 
toxic, it was laughable to think 
junior staff would have felt 
comfortable raising concerns 
about harassment - or anything 
else. 

“Congressman Sherman 
showed zero interest in the 
personal well-being of his staff- 
ers and there’s no reason to 
believe he would have cared or 
taken any action if a complaint 
was made,” said one former 
staffer. 


Matt 
Dababneh 


Rep. Brad 
Sherman 


Dababneh, who is resigning 
from the Assembly in the wake 
of several allegations against 
him, including sexual assault, 
was known to be one of Sher- 
man’s closest and most trusted 
employees. While no one sug- 
gested the 11-term congressman 


was aware of Dababneh’s al- 
leged conduct, three former 
staffers doubted he would have 
responded well to criticism of 
his onetime district director. 

Among aides, Dababneh was 
known to date a lot of women, 
according to Lauren Attard, 
Sherman’s former legislative 
counsel. Another former aide 
says she remembered “being 
shocked with the way (Dabab- 
neh) spoke.” While she couldn’t 
recall the specifics of what he 
said, the aide said “he made me 
feel uncomfortable and I still 
remember it.” 

The Sacramento Bee spoke to 
13 former staffers who have 
worked for Sherman at various 
periods over more than a dec- 
ade. At least a half dozen more 
declined to comment or did not 
respond to inquiries. Most of 
them refused to speak for attri- 
bution because they feared it 
would hurt their professional 
careers. 

Of the 13, six former aides 
defended their onetime boss as 
demanding but accessible. They 
were primarily senior staff, and 
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WASHINGTON TRAIN DERAILMENT ONTO I-5 CLAIMS LIVES 


Cars from an Amtrak train lie spilled onto Interstate 5 alongside smashed vehicles as some train cars remain on the tracks above Monday 
in DuPont, Wash. The Amtrak train, making its first run along a faster new route, hurtled off the overpass Monday near Tacoma and 
spilled some of its cars onto the highway, killing at least three people and sending dozens to hospitals, authorities said. The train, carry- 
ing 80 passengers and 5 crew members, reportedly was moving at more than 80 mph when it derailed before 8 a.m. 4A 


Trump security plan 
warns of competition, 
power of China, Russia 


BY DAVID E. SANGER 
AND MARK LANDLER 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump’s 
first national security strategy 
envisions a world in which the 
United States confronts two 
“revisionist” powers - China 
and Russia - that are seeking to 
change the global status quo, 
often to the detriment of Amer- 
ica’s interests. 

But while the document out- 
lines a detailed plan to push 
back against China’s global 
economic ambitions, it says 


kind of cyber and information 


warfare techniques that Moscow 


used to try to influence the 2016 
presidential election. 

The strategy, which Trump 
presented in a speech Monday 
afternoon, is the first compre- 
hensive effort by his adminis- 
tration to describe an all-en- 
compassing strategic worldview. 
Administration officials said it 
was drawn from speeches 
Trump had delivered during the 
presidential campaign, in Eu- 
rope and Asia and at the United 
Nations. 

It describes a world that was 
on a three-decade holiday from 
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President Donald Trump speaks 
on national security Monday. 


gests that holiday is over. 

“After being dismissed as a 
phenomenon of an earlier cen- 
tury, great power competition 
returned,” the document says. It 
then tries to lend intellectual 
coherence to a foreign policy 


tweets or his gut instincts about 
which world leaders are strong, 
which are weak and which are 
prepared to cut a deal. 

The president, his aides said, 
enthusiastically approved the 
strategy and wanted to present 
it himself, something that his 
two immediate predecessors, 
Barack Obama and George W. 
Bush, did not do when their 
congressionally mandated stra- 
tegies were published. 

While the document’s de- 
scription of pushing back 
against China on trade is fam- 
iliar from the campaign, its 
description of the challenge 
posed by Russia seems at odds 
with Trump’s own refusal to 
criticize President Vladimir 
Putin for his seizure of Crimea, 
efforts to destabilize Ukraine, 
and his violations of a key nu- 
clear treaty with the United 
States. In fact, the document 


Poll: Tax bill 


A majority of California registered 
voters oppose the tax reform bill. 
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Californians 
think GOP 
tax plan will 
hurt state, 
poll shows 


BY CHRISTOPHER CADELAGO 
ccadelago@sacbee.com 


With California’s governor 
lambasting the Republican 
tax overhaul as an ugly “mon- 
strosity,” a new statewide poll 
found the widespread percep- 
tion that the bill will hurt the 
state. 

The survey, released late 
Monday by UC Berkeley’s 
Institute for Governmental 
Studies, shows 52 percent of 
Californians believe the fed- 
eral legislation will adversely 
affect the state, while just 17 
percent say it will have a 
positive impact. Fourteen 
percent don’t foresee the tax 
plan changing much in Cali- 
fornia. Republicans were split, 
33 percent negative to 33 
percent positive, over its im- 
pact on the state. 

The general view that the 
law is bad for California could 
haunt GOP officials and can- 
didates in next year’s mid- 
term elections, poll director 
Mark DiCamillo said in an 
interview. 

“That may have the longer- 
term impact if you are looking 
at political ramifications,” 
DiCamillo said of the results. 
“They are going to have to 
defend themselves.” 

Congress is preparing for a 
final vote on the Republicans 
tax bill amid last-minute 
concerns about a senator who 
could benefit financially from 
it. A Monmouth University 
poll, also out Monday, 
showed Americans disap- 
prove of the tax bill by a 2- 
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GOP looks to tax-bill victory as Dems 
try to undercut support. 10A 


CAPITOL & CALIFORNIA 


JUDGE RETIRES 
AMID SCRUTINY 


Powerful 9th Circuit 
Judge Alex Kozinski, 
facing scrutiny on claims 
of inappropriate sexual 
behavior, retires. 3A 
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FARMERS REJECT 
COST OF TUNNELS 


The Delta tunnels project 
is challenged in court 
by farmers saying they 


little about dealing with the superpower rivalry, and it sug- that is often defined by Trump’s SEE SECURITY,2A | shouldn’t have to pay. 1B 
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